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John Bergsma's popular Bible Basics for Catholics, which has sold more than 60,000 copies, offers

readers an accessible vision of salvation history as it unfolds in the Bible, showing how the Bible

points us to the saving life and work of Jesus. This new edition includes an additional chapter on

covenant fulfillment in the Book of Revelation.John Bergsma brings to his theology a combination of

academic expertise, pastoral wisdom, and unique playfulness. Bible Basics for Catholics is based

on Bergsma's popular Introduction to Theology course at Steubenville. As a teacher, Bergsma has

an uncanny ability to make complex ideas understandable and faith-inspiring while staying true to

both Catholic teaching and biblical scholarship. Readers will begin to see the Christian

understanding of salvation by walking through the Old Testament, going through the great stories of

Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Moses, the great kings and prophets of Israel, and culminating in

the person and work of Jesus Christ.
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Bible Basics for Catholics is a 200 page walkthrough salvation history with pictures! Dr. Bergsma

begins the introduction by explaining three important terms that are key to this book and salvation

history - 1. covenant, 2. mediator, and 3. mountain. At first blush, it seems like a case of "one of

these things is not like the other," but it all makes sense. In layman's term, he tells us that "a

covenant is a legal way to make someone part of your family." Two examples of this are marriage

and adoption, and those apply perfectly to our relationship with God. A mediator is the person who



represents the large group of people within the covenant, i.e., Noah, Moses, etc. And we all know

what a mountain is, but it is significant because this is where six of the Biblical covenants were

made.The book then walks us through the seven covenants - Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses,

David, Prophets, and Eucharist. I was familiar with six of these covenants, but the one on the

Prophets is not one I understood too well. Dr. Bergsma pulls Scriptural quotes from Isaiah,

Jeremiah, and Ezekiel to discuss this New Covenant, and how it will be a restoration of the Davidic

Covenant. All the other covenants had been broken by the Israelites until now, but with the

restoration of Davidic Covenant, there will be a new Zion and a new King from the line of David. The

last chapter of the book discusses the book of Revelation, Heaven, and the Great Wedding Feast,

or as Dr. Bergsma refers to it, "covenant consummation." There are also notes and study questions

for every chapter at the end of the book. This was a marvelously written book that condensed the

Bible to its main message and made it very understandable. What set this book apart from others

was the stick-figure illustrations.
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